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In today’s information age, more and more celebrities publish their biographies. 
This enhances the development of biographical literature. However, linguistic study of 
English biography lags far behind. Therefore, it is necessary to study English 
biography from the linguistic perspective. Since the rise of multimodal discourse 
analysis in the 1990s, relevant studies have focused on content plane or expression 
plane. There is still no generic study of multimodal discourse. The thesis is to make a 
comparative study of four monomodal and four multimodal English biographies from 
the generic perspective at two levels by using an integrated framework synthesized 
from Hasan’s and Martin’s genre theories. The study is to find the generic relations 
between and generic similarities and differences of monomodal and multimodal 
English biographies. In addition, the thesis is to find some macroscopic differences 
between monomodal and multimodal English biographies from the visual image 
perspective through some statistic analysis of visual images in multimodal English 
biographies. 
From the generic perspective, the study has been conducted at two levels. At the 
first level, studies of elements of both monomodal and multimodal English biographies 
by using Hasan’s Generic Structure Potential theory have been done to find that 
monomodal and multimodal English biographies are two subgenres under one genre 
— English biography. This is the generic relation between the two. At the second level, 
comparative analyses of schematic structures of body texts of monomodal and 
multimodal English biographies have been completed at three sublevels to find their 
generic similarities and differences. Their main difference lies in the realization means 
of phases of their schematic structures. 
From the visual image perspective, the study has been implemented through 
statistic analysis. All visual images in multimodal English biographies are analyzed 
statistically concerning their types, their distribution in stages and books, their 
contextualizing relations (CR) with language texts and their different degrees of 
contextualization propensity (CP). The results of the statistic analysis are as follows.   
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books are uneven. The uneven distribution of images in types is closely related to 
functions of the four types of images. Similarly, the uneven distribution of images in 
stages is closely related to functions of and values underlying an English biography. 
Also, the uneven distribution of images in books is closely related to different disciplines 
in which the biographical figures make contributions. The distribution of visual images 
in CR and CP leads to a wider interpretative space of the hypothetic reader, resulting in 
greater semantic effervescence of the text. This leads to semantic expansion of multimodal 
English biographies. In re-contextualizing or co-contextualizing relations, images and 
language texts have correspondingly complementary or intensifying relationship in 
providing information. Macroscopically speaking, differences caused by visual images 
result in differences in information quantities and differences in reading paths between 
monomodal and multimodal English biographies. In all, differences between monomodal 
and multimodal English biographies can predict the developmental trend from the 
former to the latter in today’s information era.  
 














摘  要  
 iii
 














































Chapter One  Introduction.................................................................................1 
1.1 The Rationale.....................................................................................................1 
1.2 Purposes of the Thesis.......................................................................................2 
1.3 The Structure of the Thesis...............................................................................3 
 
Chapter Two  Literature Review......................................................................4 
2.1 Previous Study of English Biography..............................................................4 
2.2 Previous Study of Multimodality......................................................................5 
2.2.1 The Identification of Multimodal Discourse..............................................6 
2.2.1.1 The Occurrence of Sensory Modalities.............................................6 
2.2.1.2 Mode, Media and Modality................................................................6 
2.2.1.3 Monomodal and Multimodal Discourses...........................................6 
2.2.2 Brief Literature Review of SFL Theories on Multimodal Discourse.........7 
2.2.3 Theoretical Framework of MDA................................................................9 
2.3 Previous Study of Genre..................................................................................11 
2.3.1 Definition of Genre—Swalesian Definition & SFL Definition................11 
2.3.2 Three Stages of the Development of Genre Theory.................................15 
2.3.3 Characteristics of Genre & Genre Theory................................................15 
 
Chapter Three  Theoretical Framework.....................................................18 
3.1 Integrated Theoretical Framework from the Generic Perspective.............18 
3.1.1 Hasan’s Genre Theory..............................................................................19 
3.1.2 Martin’s Genre Theory..............................................................................25 
3.1.3 Comparison between Hasan’s and Martin’s Genre Theories....................30 
3.2 Framework for Statistic Analysis of Visual Images......................................33 
 
Chapter Four  Data Analysis............................................................................36 
4.1 Generic Structure Potential of English Biographies.....................................36 















4.1.2 Generic Structure Potential of Multimodal English Biographies.............38 
4.1.3 Generic Relations between Monomodal & Multimodal English 
Biographies……………………………………………………………..39 
4.2 SS Analyses and Comparative Studies of the Body Texts of English 
Biographies ....................................................................................................41 
4.2.1 SS Analyses of the Body Texts of English Biographies...........................42 
4.2.2 A General Comparative Study of All Schematic Structures.....................58 
4.2.3 Comparative Study of the Stages of All Schematic Structures.................61 
4.2.4 Comparative Study of the Phases of All Schematic Structures................66 
4.3 Statistic Analysis of Visual Images in Multimodal English Biographies....69 
4.3.1 Types of Visual Images.............................................................................69 
4.3.2 The Distributions of Four Types of Visual Images in Stages & 
Biographies……………………………………………………………..70 
4.3.3 Statistic Analysis of Visual Images concerning CR & CP........................72 
4.3.4 Semantic Expansion of Multimodal English Biographies........................76 
4.4 Macroscopic Differences between Monomodal & Multimodal English 
Biographies.....................................................................................................76 
4.4.1 Differences in Information Quantities between Monomodal & 
Multimodal English Biographies.............................................................77 
4.4.2 Differences in Reading Paths between Monomodal & Multimodal 
English Biographies.................................................................................78 
4.5 Summary..........................................................................................................81 
4.6 The Developmental Trend from Monomodal to Multimodal English 
Biographies.......................................................................................................85 
 
Chapter Five  Conclusion..................................................................................86 
5.1 Summary..........................................................................................................86 
5.2 Limitations........................................................................................................89 
5.3 Future Research...............................................................................................90 
 
Appendix I  Statistics of Visual Images in Velázquez and His Times..91 
Appendix II  Statistics of Visual Images in Thomas Paine — 













A Comparative Study of Monomodal and Multimodal English Biographies 
 vi
             Firebrand of the Revolution.............................................95 
Appendix III  Statistics of Visual Images in The Life and Times of 
             Scott Joplin..................................................................................97 
Appendix IV Statistics of Visual Images in The Discovery of    
















目  录 
 vii
 

















































































































Degree papers are in the “Xiamen University Electronic Theses and Dissertations Database”. Full
texts are available in the following ways: 
1. If your library is a CALIS member libraries, please log on http://etd.calis.edu.cn/ and submit
requests online, or consult the interlibrary loan department in your library. 
2. For users of non-CALIS member libraries, please mail to etd@xmu.edu.cn for delivery details.
厦
门
大
学
博
硕
士
论
文
摘
要
库
